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There will be NO scheduled meeting in June.

At the present time Zephyrhills Public Library is closed, and meeting rooms
are not available due to precautions concerning the Coronavirus. We will
continue to publish a newsletter each month, so you will be notified in plenty

of time whether we do or do not have a meeting in July.

Scholarships

Earlier this month Louie Holt announced that his committee had chosen Robert
Reidenbach to receive the Rosemary Trottman Scholarship this year. You may
remember his sister, Madison, who received a scholarship from us in 2018. The
committee also voted to award a continuing education scholarship to Robyn Thomas.

There will be NO fundraisers for the time being.

_— Jeff Miller

PATRIOT .
SELF STORAGE Pasco County Historian
38461 County Road 54 For a walk down memory lane visit

: www.fivay.org
Zephyrhills, FL 33542 Pl id tributi d ohot

813-788-5969 ease consider contributing old photos
for the website.

Email: zephyrhillsmar@patriotstorage.com ) ; .
My email address is on the opening page

5x5 | 5x10 | 10x10 | 10x15 | 10x20 | 20x20 | RV | BOAT

ZHA Mission Statement
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LETTER TO RECIPIENT
Dear Robert,

Congratulations! The Zephyrhills Historical Association has selected you to receive the $1,000
Rosemary Trottman Scholarship for 2020. We are happy to help you continue your education.

Asaresultofthe uncertainties created by the Covid-19 pandemic, [ ask thatyou contact me the
lastweek of July and prior to August 1st, to confirm thatyour plans to attend UCF are on track,
and to confirm the mailing address where we can send you a check. Our plan is to send you a
check thatyou should receive on or about August 10th.

You can contact me by email at Lholt62@earthlink.net
I also ask that you email me a copy of your class photo to be used in our newsletter.

Our reason for awarding the funds directly to you is based on knowing that there are many
incidental expenses associated with attending college other than tuition.

Also note that, depending on our financial ability to do so, we may consider providing you with
additional assistance during your undergraduate years. We will advise you next spring of how
to apply.
The Zephyrhills Historical Association meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Zephyrhills
City Library at 5:30 p.m. You are always welcome and we hope you will join us as your schedule
permits.

Once again, congratulations and best wishes,

Louie Holt, Chairman, Zephyrhills Historical Association Scholarship Committee

Robert Reidenbach » Robyn Thomas
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[ was only nine years old in September of 1960. I would have been entering fourth
grade with Mrs. Elmaker at the Elementary School, and my sister would have been at
the start of her senior year at Zephyrhills High School. I distinctly remember Hurricane
Donna. For those of us who were here it was a memorable event.

Hurricane Donna — 1960

Hurricane Donna, the first major hurricane in Florida since the Miami storm of October
1950, was first detected in the tropical North Atlantic on September 2. Donna then
travelled for some 2000 miles mostly in a west-northwest direction through the
extreme North-Eastern Antilles, passing some 70 miles north of Puerto Rico, info the
Florida Straits. The center of the hurricane crossed over the middle Florida Keys
between 2 and 3 a.m. on the 10t. After keeping a short distance off shore, it reached the
coastline again south of Naples and then turned north and northeastward, passing out
to sea a short distance north of Daytona Beach. Donna was one of the most destructive
hurricanes to affect Florida in modern times. There were 12 fatalities in Florida,
attributable either directly or indirectly to the storm. There were 6 deaths by drowning,
4 from heart attacks, 1 in an automobile accident and 1 electrocution. At the time this
publication goes to print, it is impracticable to indicate a realistic estimate of the total
storm damage. Various authorities have made estimates that range from approximately
$36 million to $350 million (in 1960 dollars). In most localities subject to tidal
inundation, evacuation either to the area outside or to designated places of refuge was
90 to 95 percent. Thus the loss of life per unit damage was the least of any major
hurricane ever affecting Florida.

Storm damages ranged from very severe
on the middle Keys and on the southwest
coast from Everglades City to Punta Gorda
to relatively minor at northeast Florida
points north of the storm track. Damage
and rainfall, in general, were significantly
greater and noticeable farther from the
center on the right side of the track than
on the left. Damages by wind and tide on
the Keys ranged from almost complete
destruction of all but the most substantial
_gi buildings in the Marathon-Tavernier area
to loss of roofs, broken windows, water damages and battered boats and dock facilities
at other points throughout the Keys. The Overseas Highway was overflowed by the
storm tides at a number of places, and the road completely disappeared at bridge
approaches at several points.
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The pipeline supplying the Keys with fresh water was broken in at least five places
requiring water to be brought in by truck or boat. Tides at Tavernier were reported to
be about eighteen inches lower than
those associated with the famous
Labor Day 1935 storm on the Keys.
Preliminary surveys indicated that at
certain points, tides probably
reached at least 12 feet above mean
low water. Tides in the Everglades
City-Naples-Ft. Myers Beach area
were estimated 4 to 7 feet above
normal and perhaps even higher in
some places.

At Naples, tides pushed inland to the
center of the city damaging buildings
and smashing docks all along the
intrusion. Everglades City, a town
that had been largely evacuated, was
also inundated by tides and about [

50% of the buildings in that city =~

were destroyed by tides and winds. Tides farther north were progressively lower as the
winds in advance of the storm center were offshore on the Gulf coast and the center
itself was travelling over land. On the gulf coast north of Bradenton and on the Atlantic
coast north of the Palm Beaches, tides were mostly 1 to 3 feet above normal and tide
damage was relatively minor. Tides in the Miami-Miami Beach ran mostly 2 to 4 feet
above normal and tidal flooding in this area was not a major contributor to the over-all
damage.

At Sombrero Light, which was west of the area of strongest winds, the highest 1-minute

I " = wind velocity was 106
mph with gusts to 150. At
Tavernier, the fastest
' recorded mile was 120
mph, which was the
highest point on the dial.
The anemometer needle
held solid against the 120
mph pin for 45 minutes.
Tavernier also was a little
outside the area of the
strongest  winds. The
maximum sustained winds
were estimated around 140 mph with possible momentary gusts of 175 to 180 mph on
the Florida Keys. The Ft. Myers maximum sustained wind was 92 mph with gusts to
121. Sustained winds in excess of 100 mph with gusts possibly to 140-150 mph quite
probably occurred at Naples and Everglades City. Gusts to 100 mph were measured as
far north as Sarasota. In the greater Miami area, sustained winds of just about hurricane
force were recorded briefly with momentary gusts at the Weather Bureau Office to 82
mph and the airport tower to 97 mph.
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Wind damage was enormous on the Keys and on the southwest coast from Everglades
City to Punta Gorda. Even well outside these areas, the wind toppled thousands of trees,
demolished many weaker buildings, blew off or damaged roofs, and shattered many
windows. Wind-driven rain added materially to the over-all storm damage throughout
the area. Power and communications facilities fell throughout central and south Florida.
A large part of the central peninsula citrus belt was subjected to the strong right side of
the storm. Gusty winds uprooted or blew |

over trees on ridges and other unprotected
locations, stripped the leaves off trees and
blew fruit off many trees. Preliminary
estimates by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture indicated grapefruit losses
between 25 and 35% of the state’s crop, and
probably 5 to 10% of the state’s orange and
tangerine crops were lost. The avocado crop
was hit hard; most of the fruit was blown o
from the trees and the trees themselves sustained heavy damage

Reported heavy rainfall during this storm ranged from 5 to 10 inches in an 80 to 100
mile wide belt extending roughly 50 to 75 miles to the right of the storm track and 30 to
40 miles to the left of the track. Heaviest rains apparently fell on the extreme southern
peninsula; reported totals in the Miami and south Dade County area were mostly 7 to
10 inches with a few totals near 12 inches. Rainfall data for stations south of Ft. Myers
were apparently lost when gages were either blown away or tipped over. North of Ft.
Myers, reported storm totals were mostly 5 to 7 inches with the greatest amounts
reported in the central and southern sections of the area. The rainfall flood potential of
this storm was augmented by antecedent rains. Rainfall during the three weeks prior to
Donna totaled 6 to 10 inches over the affected areas, hence water tables and lake levels
were relatively high just before the storm. Lake and stream overflow, especially in the
central peninsula, forced evacuation of some homes. High waters also closed many
roads and inundated considerable agricultural lands throughout the storm affected
areas. from Climatological Data 1960




