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The next Zephyrhills Historical Association meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 4t in
the meeting room of the Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347 8t Street. The business meeting is
scheduled for 5:30 p.m. and the program is at 6 p.m. Refreshments include drinks, which are
provided, and food brought in to share by members.

Speakers

Our speaker for the August meeting was James Kretschmar,
who currently teaches history at Zephyrhills High School
along with coaching the cross country team. He graduated
from ZHS in 2006. He is also the grandson of legendary
mathematics teacher Ernest Kretschmar, who taught at the
high school for many years. James talked about his
grandfather as well as much of his family’s history here in
Florida. It was captivating. Then he turned his attention to the
cross country team. One member of
his team, Zachary Springfield, is
currently fighting a rare form of bone cancer and is missing his senior
year on account of it. His team mates and coach are involved in
several activities to raise money for the family to cope with the
expense. Well done, James!

Our speaker for the September meeting should be no stranger to any
of us. He is our current mayor, Gene Whitfield. He will be sharing his
presentation of the “History of Zephyrhills Mayors.” Quite some time
ago | remember sharing the listing of former mayors in this
newsletter, but I am confident Gene will have much more information
to offer us. He’s a great person, and I'm sure everyone will enjoy his
visit. Come join us!

Tuesday, September 18, is our next Give-Back Scholarship Fundraiser
at Sergio’s Italian Restaurant on Hwy. 54 West in Zephyrhills. We are meeting at 4 p.m.
Contact Patty Thompson (813-780-8559 - pattycakeclown1@aol.com) for information.
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ZHA Mission Statement
The mission of the Zephyrhills Historical Association is to research, gather, and share local historical information with all
generations, through our literature, programs, and scholarships, and to volunteer assistance to the Zephyrhills Depot Museum and
WWII Barracks Museum.
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From the Desk of the Editor:

Madonna sent along the minutes from the Pasco County Historical Society July Meeting to us.
She is currently the secretary. Jeff Miller was the guest speaker, and a reporter from the
Laker/Lutz News was there. I followed her link to the article, thought it interesting, and decided
to share it here. Thanks again, Madonna AND Jeff!

Check out Pasco’s History at Fivay.org
by B. C. Manion
The Laker/Lutz News
August 8, 2018

If you are curious about Pasco County’s
history, perhaps the best way to become
familiar with it would be to check out the

website, www.fivay.org.

Jeff Miller, a recently retired high school
mathematics teacher, maintains the website
and has invested countless hours piecing
together Pasco County’s story.

Miller has gleaned information from
newspaper articles, old deeds, post cards,
photographs, public records and personal
accounts to create a repository of information that provides visitors a chance to learn about the
history of the county’s geography and its people.

Miller, who is a member of the West Pasco Historical Society, was the guest speaker last week at
the Pasco County Historical Society meeting at Pioneer Florida Museum & Village in Dade City.

His talk focused on the origins of names for various places in Pasco County.

For instance, the name Fivay — for which his website is named — is a community in West Pasco
that was established by five men whose last names each began with the letter A: Preston
Arkwright, Martin F. Amorous, H. M. Atkinson, Gordon Abbott and Charles F. Ayer.

The town, famously, was put up for sale, Miller told the crowd of about 60 people who gathered
for his talk. The 1912 advertisement offered 104 residences, bungalows, stores and hotels,
electric lights and a water plant, noting it was willing to sell the property “whole or separately.”

A historic marker that helped share Fivay’s story sadly has been stolen, Miller said.
But, the marker isn’t entirely gone because there is a photo of it on Miller’s website.

The local historian traced Pasco County’s place names by sharing maps dating back to 1714,
when Florida was still under Spanish rule.
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The name Anclote appears on that map and may have appeared on earlier maps, going back
possibly to 1500s, Miller said. “Anclote is apparently the oldest place name in Florida,” he said.

He told the crowd that Fort Dade, the fort, was established in 1837, and was named after
Francis Langhorne Dade, who was killed in the “Dade Massacre,” a battle with the Seminole
Indians. Other places named for Dade include Dade City; Miami-Dade County; Dade County,
Georgia; Dade County, Missouri; and Dadeville, Alabama, according to Miller.

“We don’t know what he looked like,” he said, because no photographs were taken of him.

“On the Internet, there’s a web page about him that has a picture, but it turns out the picture is
actually Zachary Taylor,” Miller said.

At one point, Fort Dade was in Mosquito County, a huge county that stretched to where Palm
Beach County is now, Miller noted.

Hernando County was created in 1843, he said. The name was changed the following year to
Benton County, after residents asked the Florida Legislature to rename the county to honor U.S.
Sen. Thomas Hart Benton, for his role in passing the Armed Occupation Act. That legislation
opened up South Florida for settlement by providing each settler 160 acres, if the settler lived
on the land for five consecutive years, built a home on the land and defended the land against
Seminole Indians.

But, the county’s name was reverted to Hernando County in 1849 after Benton came out against
slavery.

Miller also noted that the name Tuckertown, which was named for a local family, was
mentioned in a newspaper in 1870. It was later changed to Richland in 1886.

Wesley Chapel also known as Wesley on area maps

The name Wesley Chapel was known to be in use in 1877, Miller said. Records show a school at
Wesley Chapel for the 1877-88 school year. The community was thought to be named for John
Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church.

A post office named Wesley operated from 1897 to 1902, and during that time, maps show
Wesley, rather than Wesley Chapel, he said.

The longer name was probably unacceptable to officials naming post offices at the time, he said.

In East Pasco, the name Lake Jovita is said to have been named by Judge Edward F. Dunne and
Capt. Hugh Dunne on Feb. 15, 1822, because it was the feast day for Saints Faustinus and Jovita,
Miller said. The lake also is called Clear Lake.

In 1882, the Sumner Post Office was established. The initial request was to name the post office
Clear Lake, but that was denied with the request to use a short name, Miller said. Three weeks
later, the name was changed to San Antonio. The name was changed to Lake Jovita on Nov. 1,
1926, and then changed back to San Antonio on Aug. 31, 1931.
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Neither St. Joseph nor St. Leo were part of the original Catholic Colonies, established by Judge
Edward F. Dunne.

St. Leo was named after Saint Leo University, which was named for Pope Leo I, and St. Joseph
was named by the Barthle family, who had lived near a town named St. Joseph, Minnesota.

The Hatton Post Office was established in 1882, but it was moved, and its name was changed to
the Dade City Post Office on Dec. 18, 1884.

In 1885, the McLeod Post Office was established. It was sort of the original name for Trilby. The
name was changed 23 days later to Macon, and then changed to Trilby in 1901.

Trilby’s name came from railroad tycoon Henry B. Plant, who wanted to name the area around
Macon after the heroine in wife’s favorite book, “Trilby,” by George du Maurier.

Even though the name wasn’t formally changed until 1901, there were references to Trilby in
the late 1800s, Miller said.

“They platted out street maps showing streets named for characters in the story,” he added, and
newspapers around the country reported that a small town in Florida was being named Trilby.

The city of Zephyrhills, originally : " 8
was known as Abbott, got its name i

in 1888. It was changed in 1910 by
Capt. Howard B. Jeffries, who
founded a retirement colony for
Civil War veterans. The word
zephyr means gentle breeze, and
Zephyrhills is known for its hills,
Miller said.

The Pasco Post Office, established
in 1889, was named after the
county.

Pasco County got its name in 1887 % = ;
when Jefferson Alexis Hendley and Dr Rlchard Bankston traveled to Tallahassee to lobby the
Legislature for a new county to be called Banner County.

The name did not go over well with legislators, who said “my county is just as much a banner
county as yours,” Miller said.

Bankston then proposed the name Pasco County, in honor of Samuel Pasco, the newly elected
U.S. Senator. On the same day, in 1887, Pasco and Citrus counties were created, with Pasco
coming from the southern third of Hernando County and Citrus coming from the northern third.

The community of Land O’ Lakes got its name in 1949 and was the result of giving the Drexel-
Denham area a new name. The following year, the Ehren Post Office was moved and renamed
Land O’ Lakes.
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BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
AuUGUST 7™,2018

The August 7, 2018 Monthly Business Meeting of the Zephyrhills Historical Association was
called to order by President Jerry Pricher at 5:35 P.M. Jerry gave the Invocation and led in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes from June, the July Meeting having been skipped, were read by the Secretary. There
was a motion to approve the minutes made by Rod Rehrig, seconded by Clereen Brunty and
agreed to by all.

Andrew Nagy gave the Treasurer’s Report for the months of June and July. There was a motion
to approve made by Al Stone, seconded by Clereen and accepted by the group.

There are no guests or new members present.

Old Business: There was discussion regarding Scholarship Fundraisers, which will resume in
September. Jerry suggested alternating between Sergio’s Italian Restaurant and Mike’s
Southern Table or going two months to Sergio’s and one month to Mike's.

Regarding the Depot and the Jeffries House, Jerry hopes to set up a meeting with Steve Spina
and the liaison person. Clereen will be involved, as the school memorabilia will be housed at the
Jeffries House. There is to be a permanent location at the Jeffries House for historical items. The
City will have a liaison person in charge.

Other Old Business: There is none.

New Business: Rod Rehrig made an announcement regarding the Marine Corps League
ceremony planned for 11 A.M. on September 11th. at Zephyr Park. All the veterans’
organizations will be involved. Rod also mentioned the Marine Corps Ball, which will be held at
the Elk’s Lodge on November 10, 2018 at 4 P.M.

Since there is no Fundraiser this month, a dinner night out was proposed to celebrate August
birthdays. Patty Thompson chose The Golden Corral. The date is August 17 at 4 P.M.

A motion to adjourn was made by Clereen, seconded by Al Stone and agreed upon. The Business
Meeting ended at 5:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted, Anna V. Boone, Secretary, Zephyrhills Historical Association

Our speaker tonight will be James Kretschmar who teaches at Zephyrhills High School.
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