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The next Zephyrhills Historical Association meeting will be held on Tuesdaljarch 4" at

the Zephyrhills Depot Museum, 39110 South Avenue. The business meeting is scheduled
for 6 p.m. and the program is at 7 p.m. Refreshmentsclude drinks, which are pgovided,
and food brought in to share by members.

Speakers

Our speaker forFebruary was Van McKenzie, a 1973 graduate of
Zephyrhills High School and the first black student to be elected

Student Body President at ZHS. On this visit Van talked mostly
about his heroes, in recognition of Black History Month. The men

he talked about were Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Nelson
Mandela. We are going to ask him to come again later this year or
early next year to talk more about himself. Find out more about

Vanon page 3. Those in attendance enjoyed his presentation.

Our speaker for the March meeting will be Willie Broner, retired
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try not to hold that against him. He recordedmore than three hundred wins as a
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man who was deeply respected, not only by his students and players, but also by his

fellow coaches and officials of the game. One rhiggather that he is to Pasco what our

own John Clements is to Zephyrhills. We are most pleased to have Willie with us. It
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Thursday, March 27t is our next Ruby Tuesday Schdarship Fundraiser
We are meeting up at 5 p.m. on that day, but you can come anytime.
Contact Patty Thompson(813-780-8559 7 pattycakeclownl@aol.con) for flyer.

EAST 54 MINI STORAGE Jeff Miller
Pasco County Historian
Boat ¢ RV Storage For a valk down memory lane visit
Business Workshop Rental www.fivay.org
Please consider contributing old photos for tf
John Bolender My email address is on the opening page
38461 CR 54 East ® Zephyrhills, Florida 33542

ZHA Mission Statement
The mission of the Zephyrhills Historical Associabn is to research, gather, and share local historical information with all
generations, through our literature, programs, and scholarships, and to volunteer assistance to the Zephyrhills Depot Museand
WWII Barracks Museum.
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President

36413 SR 54 * Zephyrhills, Florida 33541

Telephone: 813-782-5926 « Fax: 813-788-6773
©< E-mail: kerry@rymanconstruction.com
License # GDI 09084
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From the Desk of the Editor
Personal Reflections

Having Van McKenzie as our featured speaker in February brought back a hostremories for me. It put

me in mind of the early years of integration at Zephyrhills High School and to the many black students |

taught and coached in my career at Raymond B. Stewart Middle School.
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Van had an impressive high school career. He was in FFA, Z Club, Chorus, ¢
Student Council. As gunior he was Parliamentarian for the Council, and he was
Al AAOAA O0OAGEAAT O AO A OATEIT 08 (A
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grade student during my senior year, so we did not have much occasion t
interact. His older brother, Alvin, was my classmate, so we knew each other fa
better. Still, | remember Van, and he impressed me greatly, which is really quite
remarkable when you consider the difference in our ages. It reveals to me tha
even as a very young student he was already exhibiting his leadership skills.

played football, basketball, and baseball. In his junior year he was homecoming

prince and class treasurer.

STUDENT COUNCIL
OFFICERS ARE:
James Baijley, Spon-
sor, Van McKenzie,
President, Walt Pop-
lick, Veep, Phyl
Iarrett, Correspond-
ing Sec., Deb
Nelson, Parl.

Cheri Wynne, Re-
cording Sec.,
Charlie Back, Treas.
Terry Turner, Spon-
SOr,

The Student Coun-
cil sponsors many
school functions.
Dances, assemblies,
and a Scholarship
Fund are only a few.
S.C. also gets Home:
coming off to a roar-
ing start ...

Two of our members are in this picture with Vam Cheri Wynne White and Terry Turner.

cshirts @ Caps founded in Zephyrhills

in 1982, is now an internet-based national supplier of
custom screen printed t-shirts. Still family owned and
operated; find us online at www.ClassB.com!

ClassB

etistic Expressions
Custom Picture Framing

specializing in the framing of needlework
5906 7th Street
Zephyrhills, Florida 33542

(813) 783-7731
Beverly Koehler Bamett, Owner  E-Mail: aeframer@aol.com
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Personal Reflection€ontinued
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trouble resulting from this change or of being unhappy about it in any way. In one of the articles
published in The Zephyrhills News during the 108Year Celebration Celia Anderson, former ZHS
, EAOAOEAT Al A p wc wintay@tibi\i® PaécA Publio ScRodIs WeAtAanpatatively sniyoth
This was in great part due to the efforts of the parents and schoadmpmeisPasco County was stil
t o win @utlook in the sixties, with enough good will on both sides to effect a reasonable transition. Some
private schools were opened atsttime and a few are still in operation. Yet it can certainly be said that we
faced a challenging crisis if not nobly at least creditalilyofessor O.K. Mickens continued as principal of
Mickens Middle School after integration and it is believed by nihay his influence was one of the major
reasons for the smooth transition. He worked tirelessly to help in the crisis, backed by experienced gained from
40 years in the local school systém.

From my own perspective | can tell you that the reason formichb he fAgood wi | | on both si
already KNEW each other. | remember that my mother considered Irene Dobson to be her friend, just as my
father spoke of Mickey Perry as a friend. | never got the impression that their friendship was amyt diffare

my parentsd friendships with white people. I n additio
women. My mother worked when | was younger than school age, and | was looked after by women who were
hired to look after me and the houseold 6t r emember their names, but | certa

in their company, and they were obviously trusted by my parents. One incident | remember mostrotaarly f

this time, and a story Billy McGavern just loves to tell on me, was when MeGakembing was hired to put

in a new septic tank for us. | am pretty sure it was Louie Sellars who told me to stay away from the open septic

tank, but | was too busy being a little dickens and throwing pebbles, and | walked right into it. 1 was
immediatey rescued from drowning, or course, but | was not rescued from the stink. The lady who was looking

after me that day made me strip to my jockeys, rinsed me with the garden hose, and THEN would not let me
back in the house unt i ldesariet it and bdeserdedl havirglthe staty tatdyevergyo t h e r
time one of those guys was in Hodges Barber Shop when | walked in.

Seniors from that first class after integration, 1:8&5school year, were Charles Davis and Leroy Holt.

CHARLES DAVIS LEROY HOLT

Airborne-Ranger, "All The Way"
MICHAEL J. COCKILL
Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)
8469 Maybelle Dr. (352) 596-9751 (h)
Weeki Wachee, FL. 34613 (352) 584-0758 (m)

mcockill@tampabay.rr.com
ZHS JROTC Bulldog Battalion, GO FOR IT!
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Zeph).,l:hi“s M.ll seum of 38434 5th Avenue * Zephyrhills, FL 33542
Military History
A City of Zephyrhills Facility g:;it&rg?egcg
Open Saturday 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. (813) 780-1414 ~ Fax:(813) 783-3475
39444 South Ave. (813) 780-0078 oo iAo

Personal Reflection€ontinued

One memorable incident from that first

year of integration was in connection with

football. Ben Poe and | were just

discussing this at a football game last

year. We both played JV for Coach Chuck

McKinney that year, and the black players

on that team were Ben Holt and Oscar

-A+Aus )61 110 OOOA xEAOQEA
Turkey Creek or Pinecrest that this

occurred, but Coach McKinney was

KNEELING, L. to R.; Jim Burns, Skip Stewart, Chuck Blessing, Keithel Chauncy, Oscar McKay, .
Johnny ':I:lrrclsodo. Wayne lellfﬁn, Richard Chenkin, Jerry Pricher, Carl Lippincott, Robert Reeves, Concerned that there mlght be trouble.
SECOND ROW: Johnny Lanham, Cliff Coop_cr. Danny Bl ﬁ\;“{%‘e‘n Holt, Greg Atkinson, B’\ll)‘ We were Instructed tO Surround Ben ad
Coleman, Joe Vincent, Billy Dean, Mike Cleary, Ray Mullis, Mike lHembey, Benny Poe, THIRD ) .
ROW: Coach McKinney, James Tucker, Doug Kirk, Johnny Braxton, Rodney Price, Alvin Evo- Oscar as we entered and ex|ted the f|e|d,
noff, Doug Prowant, Robert Bolton, Walley Reeves, Bill Tucker. Wh|Ch we dld I thlnk there may have been
OiTi A OAOI OO EOI i OEA OOAT AOGh AOO )61 110 OO0OA8 ) Al

somewhat frightening for him. | guess not all places were ready taeept the inevitable at that particular
time.

I did become close friends with one classmate, who happened to be black. W
AEA 110 AAATI A AT OA O1 OEI OOAAE O,
Odom ran the 330leg of our Sprint Medley Relay team, wibh went to State |
that year, where we finished in seventh place. He returned to the state mee
the following year in the 100-yard dash. In our junior year, when we both ran
in the medley, Champ almost drowned when he dove into the deep end of th: ([FHEeES
motel pool 8 ( A8A AEAEI AA O 1 AT OGETT O .4
OxEIi 8 ) AI OA ET AZOAO EEih AOO xAb(
not have a clue what | was doing. He did what any drowning person would dc
and grabbed onto me when | came closdut to his credit he released me.
Somehow | had the good sense to push myself off the bottom and push hir
toward the edge of the pool, where Ryan Gray was waiting to pull poor
Clarence to safety. He continues to credit me with having saved his life, buthink we were both very

1 OAEU8 (A xAT O 11 O1 1 AOOU #AI EA $TAOGITh )OAT A0 AAOGCE
Irene keeps track of him. She helped me get in contact with him a few years ago, and we met up at a

football game. ltwas likewA6 A T AOAO AAAT ADPAOOS

L LITTLE ANGEL
FLOWERS
@ CHRISTIAN STORE
3. ¥ 5002 SEVENTH STREET
8 [ .ZEPHYRHILLS, FLORIDA 33542 5522 7th Street (behind Kentucky Fried Chicken)
B 8137882874 “TolFre 800 %0965
STAN & CHARLOTTE GRAMS (813) 782-7600
MARY ANN - KIM - TIM SANDERS BIG ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU - SMALL ENOUGH TO KNOW YOU
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Personal Reflection€ontinued
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When David came to me as a seventh grade studentAReE AT 8 0 EAOA A xEITA 110 1T &£ Ai1l

malady for middle school students. To make a long story short Flip turned things around in eighth grade,
ATA EA xAO O1 ORATI AEA30HOAAT O &£ O 30AxA00 -EAAT A 3AEITTI
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were the first black family to live inside the Zephyrhills city limits. They came here in the early 1930s.
Their life is well documented inZephyrhills from A to Z compiled byVicki Elkins and Margaret Seppanen.
ITA T £ OGEAEO O1106h . AOEAT h &I Ewrhdiy tigspast NovERIRE AOh EOOO AA]
Nathan Giles, Sr., 100" Birthday Celebration
November 30th, 2013
From material compiled by Evelyn Giles Church anehi@ia Jarrell

Nathan Giles was born December 1, 1913 in Coosawatchie, South Carolina. He is the son of Jake and

Bessie Singleton Giles, and his siblings are Mae Bell, Annie Mae, Carrie Mae, and Benjamin. His first job, at
the age of sixteen, was at Ja®ooth Crate Mill Company, making strawberry
crates for nine dollars a week. When he was twentgne he worked for Dr.
Osbrook. His job was chasing birds out of the strawberry fields with a
shotgun. He was awarded three dollars a week for this enterprise. Hater
worked as a nursing assistant for the male patients at a local nursing home,
where he earned eleven dollars a month. He never received his final
paycheck because the company moved from the area overnight.

He married Lillian Nesmith in April of 1937 on a Saturday at the Pasco

County Courthouse. Nathan and Lillian had six childrerz Bessie Mae,

Nathan Jr., Evelyn, David, Carolyn, and Colaveto. Despite his lack of formal

education (only third grade), he successfully provided for his family. During
the depression he worked various jobs for free hoping to get paid, but he never received an actually
paycheck. He worked for Krusen Sawmill from 1942 to 1946, and then for Hills Lumber Company, as a
block setter, until the company was destroyed by fire. From364 to 1977 he worked for Futch Sawmill in
Plant City. Then, in 1978, he worked for William Sawmill in Deland until an unfortunate accident caused
him to lose three fingers. His family church was Macedonia Church in Zephyrhills, which also served as
the first school for African-American students.

Sie W
Grandchildren

GreatGreatGrandchildren

ST . In Memory of
CornerStone :
= » Ryals Furniture Exchange
] _'_ Baptist Church And Great Parents

AlQ 7th Street & 8th Avenue Powell & Maude Ryals

Come be our special guest From son James
Coffee & Donuts 10:30%***** Worship 11:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.
Dr. Neal Resue—Pastor God Bless America
* NealDoel956@ verizon.net




